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taking the purely spectacular form of big headlines in
the newspapers. The humdrum round of public affairs
in France went on as usual, laborious and chaotic, until
the thunderclap of the Anschluss, when the Government
of M. Chautemps disappeared like a ghost which at the
least rustle of a leaf vanishes into the night.
The opponents of M. Leon Blum would not listen for
a moment if someone hinted that the lesson of events was
not lost on an intelligence as subtle as the Socialist leader's.
They would not allow that he nourished in his heart a
love, at once instinctive, personal and resolute, for the
country of the Revolution which freed his ancestors, and
where his forbears had rooted themselves deep ; neither,
finally, would they admit that, were he given an effective
share in the responsibility for the conduct of the war,
he would display so much the more zeal in urging on the
working class towards more intensive production, for
having a clear vision of the collective and personal disaster
which defeat would be.
This attitude was more than was needed to discourage
M. Daladier from going any further in this direction.
Was he not, besides, more than persecuted by the ambitious
who came to offer service in the Cabinet, when they did
not actually demand it ? This man invoked a fugitive
promise, that the rights which the presidency of such and
such a commission conferred upon him ; a third disguised
a threat in the editorial of a confidential newspaper, while
others had recourse to every imaginable means of pressure.
If he yielded to one, for one chosen there would be
ten malcontents, ten enemies. If he satisfied the demands
of several, he would have to turn out an equivalent number
of people already in office, and they would not forgive him
for it. There were some, moreover, who formed, as it
were, part of the national furniture: to lay a finger on
them, to do without them, would be a sacrilege.
In this state of affairs could he make just one change
and replace the man in office at the Quai d'Orsay ? To
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